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Here’s what Bridget’s up to….
Sponsored legislation approving the appointment of Erin Mcgintee, M.D. as a member of the Suffolk
County Board of Health. (IR 2132-16)
Co-sponsored legislation adopting Local Law No. -2017, A Local Law to ensure continuity of farmland
preservation and agricultural production in Suffolk County. (IR 1025-17)

LEGISLATORS FLEMING, KRUPSKI, COUNTY
EXECUTIVE BELLONE AND ADVOCATES ANNOUNCE
NEW LEGISLATION TO MAINTAIN VIABLE FARMING
OPPORTUNITIES
On Friday, January 6, 2017
Legislator Bridget Fleming
joined
Legislator
Al
Krupski, County Executive
Steve Bellone, County
Officials
and
farming
advocates representing the
farming community to
discuss
the
newly
introduced
County
Legislation, which will
allow the County’s historic
and
highly successful
farmland
preservation
program to continue and all
sound agricultural practices
to be permitted under the
Suffolk County Farmland
Preservation Program.
In September 2016, the
NYS
Supreme
Court
ruling, rendered by Judge Whalen, overturned provisions of Chapter 8 of the Suffolk County Code which
allowed for hardship exemptions and special permits for certain structures on preserved farmland. Particularly,
the ruling indicates that the Suffolk County Farmland Committee shall no longer have the authority to review or
issue agricultural development permits, permits for farm stands and processing facilities, or special event
permits, nor may the Committee waive maximum lot coverage requirements.

“We believe that the findings in this lawsuit strike at the very heart of future agricultural success in Suffolk
County and that the findings fail to recognize that support structures on agricultural lands have always been an
essential and inherent component of agricultural production,” said County Executive Steve Bellone. We have
already filed an appeal on the State level. “While we are appealing on the State level, I, along with Legislator
Krupski and Legislator Fleming, have introduced County legislation which ensures that standard agricultural
practices that are reasonable, necessary and appropriate for a farm operation and agricultural production
continue to be allowed on preserved farmland in Suffolk County.”
“Land preservation not only benefits this generation, but future generations, said Legislator Al Krupski. “As
food security becomes an increasingly important issue to more people, it is vital we preserve productive farms
in Suffolk County.”
“Our goal is not to allow development on farmland,” stated Legislator Bridgett Fleming. “On the contrary, the
goal is to prevent overdevelopment by preserving and supporting our working farms. Our critically important
agricultural industry will only survive if farmers can undertake the basic practices that make a farm work and
turn a profit. Row crops must be watered, protected from wildlife, and supported by machinery that needs to be
stored. Our preservation program must allow for these basic practices, our legislation confirms.”
In 1974, Suffolk County created the Farmland Preservation program, the oldest farmland protection program in
the nation. Since its creation, over 10,750 acres have been preserved in in the program.
Farmland protection programs across the State and across the nation all recognize that farming requires
accessory support structures, including greenhouses, barns, fences, animal pens, and farm stands to maintain the
economic viability of the agricultural operation. Accessory structures have always been essential to the art and
science of agriculture. They are inherent and necessary components of agricultural production and working
agricultural lands.
‘The Long Island Farm Bureau supports temporary changes to the County’s Farmland Preservation program
that will clarify the ability of farmers to continue their operations for the immediate future,” stated Rob
Carpenter. “Just to clarify some misinformation that has been circulated among the public---commercial solar
farms, wedding and catering halls have never been permitted, nor do any currently exist on County preserved
land. We would like to thank County Executive Bellone, Legislators Fleming and Krupski, and the full County
Legislature for their continued support if the agriculture industry on Long Island.”
“We are very pleased and completely supportive of the County Executive’s decision to take two actions – a
proposed local law to address the recent court ruling and a legal challenge to the judge’s decision, stated Vito
Minei Executive Director – Cornell Cooperative Extension – Suffolk County. “The leadership of County
Executive Bellone, Legislator Krupski, and Legislator Fleming will hopefully prove successful in undoing the
potentially devastating effects on agriculture that could result from the judgment.
Failure to act on the recent court ruling may result in a huge loss of agricultural properties in Suffolk County.
Structures are inherent to the agricultural process. In Suffolk County, the economic success of an agricultural
operation is tied to its ability to innovate, market, and process its crop. In order to preserve the essential
character of Long Island’s East End, the County must support a farmland preservation program that gives
farmers the ability to succeed. This recently introduced legislation is an important step to reaffirm the economic
viability of this important industry and protect the future of farming in Suffolk County.

LEGISLATOR FLEMING HOSTED NARCAN TRAINING
AT SAG HARBOR
On Tuesday, January 17, 2017 Suffolk
County Legislator Bridget Fleming in
conjunction with County Executive
Steve Bellone, Suffolk County
Department of Health Services, Sag
Harbor Village Police, Suffolk County
Sheriff’s Office, HUGS Inc., Thomas’
Hope, and SAFE in Sag Harbor hosted
a NARCAN training session and
prescription drug disposal at the Sag
Harbor Firehouse.
“The first class which was held in
August 2016 was a huge success with
over thirty residents attending,” said Legislator Fleming. “And given the number of people that has called my
office requesting that I host another class, it is clear that there is a need for the class in this area. Being able to
administer the NARCAN antidote could be the huge difference between saving and losing the life of someone
that has overdosed on opioids.”
THE NEXT CLASS WILL BE HELD AT WESTHAMPTON BEACH FIREHOUSE, LOCATED AT 92
SUNSET AVE, WESTHAMPTON BEACH.

LEGISLATOR FLEMING SPEAKS AT THE JUNIOR
STATESMAN OF AMERICA MEETING
On Friday, January 13, 2017 Suffolk
County Legislator Bridget Fleming
attended the Junior Statesmen of
America local chapter at Southampton
High School, where she was the guest
speaker of their January meeting. The
Junior Statesmen of America is a
nationally recognized partisan youth
organization that helps high school
students acquire leadership skills and
the knowledge necessary to be effective
debaters and civic participants.
During the meeting Legislator Fleming
spoke to the group of young people
about her experience as a Southampton
Town Councilwoman and her current
role as a Suffolk County Legislator.
She also offered them the opportunity
work as interns in her office, should they need to do an internship in government.

LEGISLATOR FLEMING ADMINISTERS THE OATH OF
OFFICE

(Photo taken by Jen Newman, Southampton Press)

On January 4, 2017 Suffolk County Legislator Bridget Fleming administered the oath of office to Southampton
Town Judge Andrea Schiavoni. Schiavoni has been a town justice since 2008 in Southampton and was elected
village justice of Sag Harbor in 2010, serving one term. She was appointed the East End Veterans Court Judge
in 2013 and East End Regional Intervention Judge in 2016. She will now serve her third term as a Judge of the
Town of Southampton.
“It was an honor to have had the opportunity to administer the oath office to Justice Andrea Schiavoni,” said
Legislator Fleming. “She is a hard worker that cares deeply about the Town and her community, and she is
undoubtedly one of the most experienced Justices in the Town.”

A MESSAGE FROM NATIONALGRID AND
BRIDGET FLEMING

TICK PREVENTION
Ticks will remain active year-round (above 40 degrees Fahrenheit/4 degrees Celsius). Preventative measures
should be used whenever tick exposure is likely. Here are some ways to protect yourself:











Wear lightly colored clothing
Wear long pants and sleeves
Tuck your pants into your socks
Tuck your shirt into your pants
Use repellents as directed
Walk along the center of trails
Conduct frequent clothing checks
Carefully inspect your body for ticks
Keep pets away from tick infested areas and check them before entering the house
Once home, dry clothing on the highest temperature setting for 10 minutes to kill ticks

Tick removal kits and information can be picked up at our District Office, located at 75 Washington Street in
Sag Harbor, or by calling the Southampton Hospital Tick Borne Disease Resource Center at 631-726-TICK.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

FOR THE LATEST UPDATES ON UPCOMING EVENTS, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/do2/Home.aspx

