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Legislative Update ….
Co-sponsored legislation authorizing transfer of surplus County equipment to Stony Brook University’s School of Marine and
Atmospheric Sciences. (IR 1662-17)
Co-sponsored legislation establishing a permanent Heroin and Opiate Epidemic Advisory Panel. (IR 1664-17)
Co-sponsored legislation authorizing the retirement and use of Workforce Housing Development Rights banked in the Suffolk
County Save Open Space Bond Act Workforce Housing transfer of Development Rights Program Registry for use in the
Development of Affordable Housing in Speonk (Speonk Commons). (IR 1669-17)

FLEMING TOURS SUFFOLK COUNTY BUSES
ON THE EAST END ON CAR FREE DAY

CAPTION: Fleming speaks with bus riders at S92 bus stop on County Road 39 about their experiences on County buses.

On September 22, 2017, Car Free Day, Legislator Bridget Fleming took a tour of Suffolk County Transit buses
servicing the South Fork of Long Island. The tour began at the S92 bus stop across from the Lobster Inn in
Southampton, included a transfer at the East Hampton Rail Road station to the 10B bus on Newtown Lane, and
ended at the Bridgehampton Commons shopping center.

Providing a public transportation system that adequately serves the public is a priority for Legislator Fleming.
In response to the cuts made to the system in October 2016, Fleming introduced a resolution to establish a
Transportation Working Group with the goal of creating a more robust system given the resources Suffolk
County currently has, and to identify additional funding to improve the system. Fleming has also taken two trips
to Albany to lobby New York State legislators for additional funding. Legislator Fleming organized the tour on
Car Free Day to learn about the issues first hand.
“Adequate public transportation is critical to a better economy, healthier environment, and helps reduce the
amount of traffic on our roads” said Legislator Fleming. “I have heard from many constituents about the
problems with county buses, so it was very helpful to see how the system works firsthand. We have a lot of
work to do to make the system safe and effective for current riders, as well as attractive to potential riders.”
Making bus stops safe for riders waiting in all
conditions is one of the challenges Suffolk
County faces. Many stops do not have bus
shelters, sidewalks, or platforms. The bus stops
on County Road 39 are particularly hazardous
after the road was widened from one lane to
two in 2007. To address this issue, Fleming
advocated successfully for $350,000 in
funding to conduct a traffic safety study on CR
39 from the Lobster Inn to Shrubland Road.
This important step in improving safety
conditions on CR 39 is currently in the
beginning stages of the RFP process.
Separate from Legislator Fleming’s traffic
study, the Suffolk County Department of
Economic Development and Planning has
hired a consultant (Arup) to study the public
transit system. Fleming’s Transportation
Working Group has had a great deal of
oversight of this study; input from both the
committee and public speakers have resulted
in a change in scope of the study to better suit
the needs of the public. The consultant will be
giving a workshop at the next meeting of the Transportation Working Group on November 29 at 1P.M. to
discuss the status of the study and hear feedback.

FLEMING, THIELE, AND BELLONE
ANNOUNCE FIRST
OF ITS KIND WASTEWATER TREAMENT
SYSTEM

CAPTION: Legislator Fleming, Assemblyman Thiele, County Executive Bellone, homeowner Anthony Hobson, advocates and
members of the community at the HydroAction system announcement.

On Thursday, September 7th Suffolk County Legislator Bridget Fleming joined County Executive Steve
Bellone, Assemblyman Fred Thiele, and environmental advocates to announce the first advanced wastewater
treatment system installation under the Suffolk County Septic Improvement Program. The program – the firstof-its-kind in the state – provides financial assistance and incentives to homeowners to fund these systems at an
affordable rate. In turn, homeowners play a significant role in reducing nitrogen pollution in our ground- andsurface water on Long Island.
The announcement was made at the home of Anthony Hobson, the first resident to be approved and install a
new HydroAction system. Hobson, a Flanders resident, applied for the program this summer on July 3 and was
approved for a grant just eight days later on July 11.
In July 2017, Suffolk County launched the first-in-the-state Septic Improvement Program to incentivize eligible
homeowners to replace their cesspool or septic system with the newer and advanced wastewater treatment
technologies. Homeowners can apply for grants of up to $11,000 to offset the cost of one of the new systems,
which typically cost between $15,000 and $20,000. An additional $1,000 in grant money may be available for
residents who choose to install optional pressurized shallow drain fields, used to improve distribution of
wastewater from the systems. In addition to the grant, homeowners can qualify to finance the remaining cost of
the systems over 15years at a low 3% fixed interest rate. The loan program will be administered by CDCLI
Funding Corp, with financial support from Bridgehampton National Bank in the amount $1 million and
financial commitments from several philanthropic foundations.

FLEMING HONORS VETERAN AND REMEMBERS
VICTIMS OF 9/11

CAPTION: Legislator Fleming speaks at the Hampton Bays Flag Ceremony on September 11 th

On Monday, September 11th, Suffolk County Legislator Fleming, and local elected officials joined Hampton
Bays Elementary, the American Legion, Hands-Aldrich Post 924 members to honor member Jim Patton by
presenting him with a flag which flies in his honor at the school for the entire month of September. She also
took the time to remember the victims of 9/11. In her address to the audience at the event, Legislator Fleming
says, “This is a solemn day. And for many families this is still a very, very sad day because of who they lost on
September 11. 16 years ago I happened to run a program in the city that helped lawyers who wanted to
volunteer for folks who couldn't afford lawyers, whether it was because they were elderly or they had cancer or
they were homeless I would set them up with volunteer lawyers to help them. So I was in a perfect position
when 9/11 happened to help organize the thousands of lawyers who wanted to help the families who had lost
their love ones. It was really important because most of the people who died on September 11 were young
people -- bankers and Wall Street traders, people in the food service industry and of course police officers, fire
fighters and the other emergency service personnel. But I was very fortunate to be in that position because I am
now a witness to the remarkable effort that was made to help these devastated families. Lawyers were willing to
roll up their sleeves and learn new things and put in the hours and just listen and hold hands to be there for the
families at the time of their greatest loss. I am a witness then to the courage and the resilience and the generosity
of the American spirit. It was the same generosity and courage that prompted those remarkable first responders
to rush into the buildings is they were collapsing into the billowing smoke without knowing whether they'd be
able to get back out. So today let's certainly say prayers for all those who lost love ones and, in their honor, let's
commit ourselves to continuing to live in a way that reflects the highest and most remarkable aspects of the
American spirit -- generosity, courage and support for one another.”

FLEMING JOINS VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
AND EXTENSION BOARD TO HONOR LOCAL
FIREFIGHTERS

CAPTION: Legislator Fleming, Presiding Officer Gregory and recipients of the 2017 Medal of Valor

On Sunday, September 24th Suffolk County Legislator Bridget Fleming joined the Vocational Education and
Extension Board (VEEB) to celebrate its 2017 Medal Day, which was held at the Smithtown Fire Department.
The ceremony is an annual event dedicated to honoring the skills, courage and commitment of firefighters
across Suffolk County, who have gone above and beyond the call of duty. This year, twelve of Suffolk County’s
bravest were presented with Medals of Valor to thank them for their service.
This year there were a total of four firefighters honored from the Second Legislative District, three from the
Quogue Fire Department and one from Southampton Fire Department. The recipients are as follow:

Captain Christopher Capalbo was
awarded the Silver Medal of Valor
(Southampton Fire Department).

Ex-Chief William Potter, firefighter Michael Algozzino,
and Chief Scott Davonski were all awarded
the Bronze Medal of Valor
(East Quogue Fire Department)

Legislator Fleming attended the 3rd Annual
Climate Change Conversation at the South
Fork Natural History Museum in
Bridgehampton.

Legislator Fleming delivers
closing remarks at the
Stony Brook Medical
SymposiumUnderstanding the
complexities of tick-borne
disease.

Assemblyman Fred Thiele,
Hampton Bays Library
Director Susan LaVista and
Legislator Bridget Fleming at
a Blood Drive they
sponsored for Hurricane
Harvey victims. Donors gave
69 pints of blood, making the
Blood Drive the most
successful drive the Library
has had since they began in
2005.

Suffolk County Legislator Bridget
Fleming presented a proclamation to
Westhampton Free Library’s Hometown
Hero of the month Charles Ramirez.
Photo (l-r): District Director for
Congressman Lee Zeldin, Mark Woolley;
VFW Post 5350 Commander, William
Hughes; Westhampton Free Library
September Hometown Hero, SMSgt
Charles Ramirez; Library Trustees, Mary
Anne Yutes and Mitchell Schecter;
Library Director, Danielle Waskiewicz;
Suffolk County Legislator, Bridget
Fleming. Photo Credit: Michael Azzato

TICK PREVENTION
Ticks will remain active year-round (above 40 degrees Fahrenheit/4 degrees Celsius). Preventative measures
should be used whenever tick exposure is likely. Here are some ways to protect yourself:











Wear lightly colored clothing
Wear long pants and sleeves
Tuck your pants into your socks
Tuck your shirt into your pants
Use repellents as directed
Walk along the center of trails
Conduct frequent clothing checks
Carefully inspect your body for ticks
Keep pets away from tick infested areas and check them before entering the house
Once home, dry clothing on the highest temperature setting for 10 minutes to kill ticks

Tick removal kits and information can be picked up at our District Office, located at 75 Washington Street in
Sag Harbor, or by calling the Southampton Hospital Tick Borne Disease Resource Center at 631-726-TICK.

BRIDGET’S HURRICANE CHECKLIST
Things to do before a Hurricane









Check your Hurricane supply and restock
Have an emergency contact list ready
Close your windows, doors and Hurricane shutter
If you don’t have a hurricane shutter you can board your
windows with plywood
Unplug small appliances
Fill your car’s gas tank in case of an evacuation order
Turn off propane tanks and gas supply lines
Create a hurricane evacuation plan with members of your household. Planning and practicing your
evacuation plan minimizes confusion and fear during the event

Recommended Hurricane Supplies
 A least a 3 day supply of food and water
 Flashlight with batteries
 Phone with charged and/or extra battery
 Any needed medication
 First Aid kit
 Battery or solar powered FM/AM radio

Safety
 Keep calm and obey any evacuation orders
 Avoid flooded roads and washed out bridges
 Find out about your community’s hurricane response plan. Plan routes to local shelters, register family
members with special medical needs and make plans for your pets to be cared for
PLEASE REMEMBER ALL THE PLACES AFFECT BY HURRICANES THIS YEAR WHEN YOU
PRAY.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

