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Suffolk Takes Aim at Obstacle of Student Debt
“It is imperative that
Suffolk County consider
ideas and programs that
can stem the flow of
young residents off Long
Island and present them
with housing opportunities that will entice them
to stay here.”
- Presiding Officer
DuWayne Gregory
Surrounded by supporters and young professionals at H2M architects + engineers in
Melville, Suffolk Legislature Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory, at podium, announces
his pilot program initiative to help young people maintain a residency in Suffolk.

In a continued effort to encourage
young adults to live on Long Island
and build their future in Suffolk
County, the Legislature’s presiding
officer, DuWayne Gregory, took a
page from states and communities
throughout the country that have
created programs to encourage
homeownership. Last year, Presiding
Officer Gregory introduced legislation that authorized Suffolk County’s
Department of Economic Development and Planning to create a pilot
program through which young adults

can pay down student loans through
creative financing while enjoying the
benefits of home ownership.
“This generation of young adults
is faced with a tight and expensive
rental market, high home values, burgeoning property taxes and crushing
student debt,” said Presiding Officer
Gregory. “It is imperative that
Suffolk County consider ideas and
programs that can stem the flow of
young residents off Long Island and
present
them
with
housing
opportunities that will entice them to

stay here.”
The Economic Development Department has been tasked with investigating ways in which to create the
framework and eligibility requirements for a pilot program that may
include – among other things – financial options for folding school debt
into mortgage payments to encourage
homeownership, to provide recommendations for ways in which to reduce student loans, and propose a
budget and potential sources of revenue to fund the program.

Follow us on Facebook
at Leg. DuWayne Gregory
and Suffolk County Legislature
presidingofficer.legislature@suffolkcountyny.gov

Office of Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory
William H. Rogers Legislature Building
725 Veterans Memorial Highway
Smithtown, NY 11787 (631) 853-4088
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Legislature Makes ‘Revenge Porn’ a Misdemeanor
Legislator Bill Lindsay III was
joined by District Attorney Tim Sini,
Sheriff Erroll Toulon, Laura Ahearn
of the Crime Victims Center/Parents
for Megan’s Law, and his colleagues
in county government to announce
new legislation to combat the heinous act of “revenge porn,” the malicious act of sharing images and videos without consent. The law establishes criminal and civil liability for
individuals who disclose intimate
images of another individual.
“Cell phones, photographs, and
videos go hand-in-hand in this day
and age,” said Legislator Lindsay. “It is easy for a person to snap a
photo and send an intimate image to
a partner on their cell phone; unfortunately, at a later time the recipient
could decide to maliciously share the
image without consent, with third
parties. Sharing an intimate image
that was not meant for distribution is
a despicable form of retribution that
we as legislators must work towards
preventing. It is time for Suffolk
County to protect our residents from
becoming a potential victim of this

Legislator Bill Lindsay III, center, discusses his legislation to criminalize “revenge
porn” with Laura Ahearn of the Crime Victims Center/Parents for Megan’s Law and
District Attorney Tim Sini.

crime. This malicious act ruins lives
and haunts the victim throughout
their endeavors.”
Violation of this law is an unclassified misdemeanor, punishable by
up to one year’s imprisonment and/or

a fine of up to $1,000.
Presiding
Officer
DuWayne
Gregory and Legislator s Sarah
Anker, Rob Calarco, Monica Martinez and William Spencer cosponsored.

If you feel that you may be a victim of revenge porn, call the Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office at 631-853-5602
or send an email to SCDAPhotoExtortion@suffolkcountyny.gov.

Law Requires Amusement Parks to Report Criminal Acts
Legislators last year unanimously
approved a law that requires amusement parks and water parks operating
in Suffolk County to immediately
contact a law enforcement agency
when a criminal act, including sex
offenses, occurs on their premises.
Legislator Susan A. Berland sponsored this bill in response to an
incident over the summer at a popular
water park in Suffolk County, when
several girls reported being groped by
a group of men in the park’s wave
pool and park officials did not report
the incident and did not get the names

of the alleged perpetrators before escorting them out of the park.
Under this new law, amusement
parks and water parks will be required to promptly report serious
crimes occurring on their premises to
appropriate
law
enforcement
agencies.
The proposed fine for not notifying authorities is $5,000 for the first
offense and $10,000 for each subsequent offense.
Presiding
Officer
DuWayne
Gregory and Legislator Rudy
Sunderman co-sponsored the bill.
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Legislator Susan Berland

Identifying
Parcels for
Renewable
Energy Plan
The Legislature’s Renewable Energy Construction Task Force, with Legislator Bridget Fleming as
chair, is working to
identify a list of parcels
that would be suitable for
renewable energy production, while considering the
desire of communities to
protect the natural environment and quality of life.
The Task Force issued
a report recommending
that a multi-layered map of
the towns of Huntington
and Southampton be created to identify sites suitable
for
larger-scale
solar
power production in order
to reduce environmental
impacts while promoting
renewable energy development.

Vector Plan Ok’d
Legislator Fleming has
also worked to reduce pesticide use in Accabonac
Harbor wetlands using
aerial data to remap treatment zones creating a
healthier environment and
quality of life. The next
phase involves planning
for wetland restoration
through
collaborative
efforts and data gathering
to
identify
mosquito
hotspots and eliminate
regular
treatment
of
Accabonac Harbor.

Ryan’s Law Protects Children on the Seas
After a tragic accident took 12-year-old
Ryan Weiss’s life too
soon, the Suffolk
County
Legislature
unanimously
OK’d
legislation requiring
boats
used
for
instructing minors to
be equipped with
propeller guards.
The lead sponsor
of the bill, called
Legislator William Spencer, lead sponsor of Ryan’s Law.
“Ryan’s Law,” was
Legislator Dr. William
Spencer.
“Our hearts are forever broken, but we
In the summer of 2017, Weiss, of want to protect other children and families
Greenlawn, fell overboard during a sailing for suffering such a loss,” Kellie Weiss,
lesson and died when a propeller struck Ryan’s mother, said.
his chest.
According to the U.S. Coast Guard,
“As a community, we have been dev- there were 171 boating accidents nationastated by this tragic loss,” Spencer said. wide in 2016 in which at least one person
“Through this difficult time, we have was hit by a propeller, and a total of 175
watched the Weiss family display brav- injuries and 24 deaths.
ery, dignity and resolve. This legislation
The vessel owner is responsible for the
will make boating safer for children, not installation and maintenance of the proonly in Suffolk County, but around our peller guards. Violators face fines of $250
nation, as other states move to adopt a -$500 for the first conviction and $750similar law.”
$1,500 for subsequent violations.

Protecting Suffolk’s $1.6B Marine Industry
To help protect and promote Suffolk’s
$1.6-billion marine industry, legislators
unanimously voted to create a Suffolk
County Marine Industry Revitalization
Advisory Council, per a resolution sponsored by Presiding Officer DuWayne
Gregory.
This 15-member council met several
times last year and is tasked with helping
Suffolk County attract and retain marinerelated companies and jobs and improving
marine tourism. This will allow government and private industry to work with
local communities to attract good-paying
jobs to the region and encourage growth
in the marine sector.
Suffolk County has more than 980
miles of shoreline and over 300 bodies of
water, and recreational boating and fishing are critical to Suffolk County’s
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Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory in
Riverhead announces the formation of the
Marine Industry Task Force.

economy. The marine industry carries an
economic impact of $1.6 billion annually
and employs 7,000 plus people in marine
industry-related jobs.
Legislators Al Krupski, Sarah Anker,
and Bill Lindsay III co-sponsored.

Helping
Biz-Minded
ServiceDisabled
Veterans
Legislators last year
approved a measure to expand the requirements
within the county’s contracting process that covers
minority and womenowned businesses to include businesses owned by
service-disabled veterans.
Bill sponsor Presiding
Officer
DuWayne
Gregory took a page
from New York State law
in proposing the bill. The
goal is to promote and encourage the development
of businesses owned by
service-disabled veterans
and to facilitate their participation in the county
contracting process. The
bill establishes a countywide services-disabled veteran-owned
businesses
certification
program
maintained by the Suffolk
County Office of Minority
Affairs based on certifications issued by the New
York State Division of Service-Disabled
Veterans
Business Developments.
“The law honors the
service and sacrifices of
disabled veterans by creating protocols to ensure that
businesses owned by service-disabled
veterans
have an equal opportunity
to do business within Suffolk County,” said Presiding Officer Gregory. “It is
in our best interest to encourage the development
of these businesses.”

Legislature Passes Tax Exemptions for
Cold War, Operation Graphic Hand Vets

Legislators at a meeting of the Veterans Committee with Cold War vets.

Suffolk County is home to the largest
population of veterans in New York State,
and two tax exemptions passed last year,
spearheaded by Legislator Susan A.
Berland, ar e aimed at thanking them
for their service.
Legislator Berland, chairwoman of the
Legislature’s Veterans Committee, sponsored legislation to renew the real property tax exemption for Cold War veterans at
a special meeting before the exemption
was set to expire.
Additionally, Legislator Berland sponsored legislation to provide property tax
exemptions for certain veterans who par-

ticipated in operation Graphic Hand. The
resolution provides property tax exemptions for Reserve Component veterans
activated by Operation Graphic Hand,
which was a mission to address the U.S.
Postal strike in 1970. President Nixon
issued an executive military order declaring a state of emergency and mobilizing
25,000 active duty and reserve service
members to maintain postal service in
New York City.
“I am proud to have sponsored this
resolution to provide some economic relief to those who have served our country,” said Legislator Berland.

Legislature Helps Ensure Assistance For
Non-English Speakers and the Deaf
Legislators
last
year
county, with 20 percent of its
approved two measures sponresidents ages five and older
sored by Legislator
Monica
speaking a language other than
Martinez to help non-English
English at home and 10 percent
speaking residents as well as the
having
limited
English
deaf and those hard of hearing.
proficiency.
The first bill codified an
“The diversity of our neighexisting county policy that
borhoods gives Suffolk County
requires
county
agencies
its character and
personality,”
providing services directly to Legislator Monica said Legislator Martinez. “This
the public to translate all of the
bill is designed to enable all of
Martinez
vital documents into the six most
our residents to access the sercommon non-English languages. County vices guaranteed by county government.”
agencies now are also required to
Legislators also approved a law by
provide interpretation services for Martinez requiring that American Sign
individuals in their primary language with Language interpreters be present at all
respect to the provision of services or county press conferences held in relation
benefits.
to
natural
disasters
and
other
Suffolk is a linguistically diverse emergencies.
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Suffolk County on the ‘RISE’ with Salary Question Ban
There will soon be a change to the
job application process – employers
will no longer be able to ask about a
potential employee’s salary history.
A local law passed last year,
called the RISE (Restricting Information on Salaries and Earnings) Act,
prohibits employers from asking a job
applicant or former employer orally,
in writing, or otherwise, about a job
applicant’s wage or salary history.
The employer also may not conduct a
search of publicly available records
or reports. The employer is also prohibited from relying on prior or current salary information when setting
compensation for new employees.
Violations may be reported to the
county’s Human Rights Commission.
Despite state and federal laws prohibiting gender-based pay discrimination, women and minority workers
have historically encountered lower
wages and salaries. A report issued in

Cybersecurity
Initiatives
Legislators last year approved a
measure by Legislator Sarah Anker
to coordinate cybersecurity initiatives among county departments.
Cyber-attacks are a very real and
significant threat, and they have
the potential to undermine and paralyze governments at all levels.
Several county agencies have their
own IT teams, and the bill passed
ensures that all IT units in county
government communicate and collaborate on this important issue.
They are required to meet quarterly to develop cybersecurity strategies and mitigate risks and potential breaches, and to jointly draft
an IT Risk Assessment Report
which would be provided to the
County Executive, Commissioners
of County Departments and each
County Legislator by March 1 of
each year beginning in 2019.

The county’s female legislators celebrate the passage of the RISE Act with Director of
Intergovernmental Relations Amy Keyes.

April 2018 by the New York State
Department of Labor found that
women in Suffolk County earn 78.1%
of what their male counterparts earn,
compared to the statewide percentage
of 86.8%. The same study revealed
that women of color in New York are
faring worse, with African American
or black women earning 64.4% and
Latino or Hispanic women earning
55.3% of what men earn. Another
study showed that women who re-

fused to offer their salary history
were offered 1.8% less than women
who did disclose, while men who
refused were offered 1.2% more than
men who did not disclose.
This measure was presented by
County Executive Steve Bellone and
co-sponsored by Presiding Officer
DuWayne Gregory and Legislator s
Kara Hahn, Monica Martinez, Sarah Anker, Susan A. Berland and
Bridget Fleming.

Changes to Asset Forfeiture
Legislators in 2018 made several
changes to asset forfeiture fund use.
First, they approved a law sponsored by Deputy Presiding Officer
Rob Calarco that pr ohibits the use
of asset forfeiture monies to pay employee salaries, unless approved by
the County Legislature, and to establish rules and procedures to ensure
that these monies are spent in a lawful and appropriate manner.
Suffolk County receives significant sums of money from New York
State and the federal government
through asset forfeiture. These monies are not deposited in the General
Fund and are considered “off budget”
items that may be expended at the
discretion of the county’s law enforcement agencies. The resolution
passed this year requires the County
Executive, Presiding Officer and
Chairperson of the Public Safety
Committee be notified in writing by
any agency of wishes to expand funds
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for the purchase of an item or service
priced at more than $20,000 prior to
the money being spent.
“This is a positive step for transparency and open government in Suffolk County,” said Deputy Presiding
Officer Calarco. “The bill brings millions of dollars out of the shadows
and into the public’s view.”
Also, legislators approved a measure to require law enforcement agencies to report on their asset forfeiture
funds on a quarterly basis. The reports must detail receipts and expenditures of asset forfeiture funds from
county law enforcement agencies that
receive these funds. Those agencies
include the Police Department, District Attorney, Sheriff’s Office and
Probation Department. Previously,
reports were required annually.
This measure was sponsored by
Legislator Kara Hahn and cosponsored by Legislators Tom Cilmi,
Rudy Sunderman, and Rob Trotta.

9-1-1 Call Center Renamed For Late Supervisor
The 9-1-1 Call Center in Yaphank
has been renamed after Anthony
Bocchimuzzo, a Suffolk police civilian supervisor of 911 dispatchers.
The resolution to rename the center
was sponsored by Legislator Sarah
Anker to honor the Coram resident,
who died suddenly last year from a
heart attack at the age of 49. He
gave 26 years of outstanding service to the county, leading training
and compiling data for the
ShotSpotter program, and also serving as communications coordinator
when Suffolk police interacted with
state and federal agencies.

Two Bills Look to Improve Efficiencies, Reduce
County Spending By Seeking Outside Input
Two bills passed last year aim to
improve efficiencies in county government with the ultimate goal of
reducing spending.
Legislators in October voted to
create a forum in the style of the TV
show “Shark Tank” to elicit ideas
and proposals to improve the efficiency and operations of Suffolk
County government. The measure
was sponsored by Legislator Bill
Lindsay III.
“Shark Tank” is a businessthemed show where budding entrepreneurs present their ideas to the
“sharks” – self-made, multimillionaire and billionaire tycoons –
hoping to convince them to invest
funding in their idea. The aim of the
county version is to allow business
people, academics and other private
citizens outside county government
to present ideas to improve the delivery of services, reduce costs and enhance the efficiency of Suffolk
County government. A committee
will select the best proposals and
present them to the County Executive, each member of the County
Legislature and the Clerk of the

County Legislature.
recommendaAdditionally,
tions.
legislators in Sep- Legislator Bill Lindsay III, left, and
The task force
tember voted to Legislator Steven Flotteron, right.
is made up of: the
establish a “Reduce
Presiding Officer
County Spending Task Force,” an or his or her designee; the County
initiative by Legislator Steve Executive or his or her designee; the
Flotteron. The goal of this 7- minority caucus leader or his or her
member task force is to provide the designee; the Suffolk County CompLegislature with new and innovative troller or his or her designee; and
ways to reduce county spending and three representatives from the busibudget deficits. The task force will ness community - one appointed by
conduct at least one public hearing to the Presiding Officer, one appointed
obtain public input and will submit a by the County Executive, and one
written report of its findings and appointed by the minority leader.
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Task Force Explores Ways to Reduce Single-Use Plastics
Legislators last year approved
Legislator Kara Hahn’s resolution
to create a task force to develop
strategies to reduce single-use
plastic products in Suffolk.
The task force brings together
leaders in government, environmental protection, and business to
develop a long-term plan to reduce single-use plastics and to
ensure that these products are reused or recycled instead of simply
being discarded. Members represent a cross-section of government and college officials, chamber of commerce members from
the western and eastern towns,
environmental advocacy groups,
and the Long Island Restaurant
Association.
Examples of a single-use

Sign Up For
County Agency
Funding Alerts
In light of adjustments in funding
for contract agencies in the 2019
Suffolk County Operating Budget,
Presiding
Officer
DuWayne
Gregory launched a new communications effort, County Agency Funding Alerts (CAFA), to
connect with agencies who are
concerned about their funding
stream for next year. Agencies
should send their contact information and funding needs to
CAFA@suffolkcountyny.gov to
receive alerts about funding updates, pertinent upcoming legislature votes and public hearings, and
opportunities to speak at public
meetings about their organization.

Legislator Kara Hahn, members of the Suffolk County Single Use Plastic Reduction Task
Force and environmentalists call on restaurants to declare their independence from
plastic straws during a July press conference in Northport.

plastic product are food containers, bags, straws and cups. Suffolk
County’s environment is an economic engine for tourism and critical to Long Islanders’ quality of

life. Single-use products made
from large plastics are a source of
litter clogging landfills and waterways with materials that are not
biodegradable.

Funding for Millers Pond Weir
Help is on the way for residents
near Millers Pond whose basements
are prone to flooding given their
proximity to the water, as legislators
last year approved appropriating
$200,000 in connection with making improvements to the Millers
Pond Weir.
Millers Pond is in a county park
in Smithtown several blocks south
of Main Street and just east of
Route 111. The weir, which is a
small barrier built across a stream or
river, is used to control flow.
The legislation, sponsored by
Legislator Leslie Kennedy, appropriates $200,000 in Suffolk County
serial bond funding that is included
in the Capital Budget for planningrelated costs associated with improvements to the parkland.
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Legislator Leslie Kennedy

County Announces Funding Approval for
Yaphank Fish Ladder
Legislator Rudy Sunderman joined County Executive Steve Bellone, Brookhaven Town Councilman Michael Loguercio and residents of Yaphank last year to
announce $1 million in funding that along with a state
grant will construct a bypass for fish to swim around a
200-year-old dam in the Carmans River.
“This is a great day for the residents, the river, and
for the revitalization of the lower lake,” said Legislator
Sunderman.
Fish were previously unable to migrate the full
length of the Carmans River. Two fish ladders at the
Sunrise Highway culvert at Southaven Park and meeting Upper and Lower Lake have already been completed, and the new Yaphank Avenue culvert will be the
final step allowing fish to access the entire river system,
fulfilling a demand of Yaphank constituents for over 10
years.

Free Sunscreeen at Parks

Preserving Open
Space in the
Mastic-Shirley
Conservation Area

Sun-safe skin is in! Legislators last year approved
establishing a sunscreen dispensing program at county park properties. Under this resolution, sponsored
by Legislator Susan A. Berland, free sunscreen dispensers will be placed at county golf courses and at
the following Suffolk County parks: Blydenburgh,
Cathedral Pines, Cedar Point, Cupsogue Beach, Gardiner, Indian Island, Lake Ronkonkoma, Lakeland,
Meschutt Beach, Montauk, the Pine Barrens Trail
Information Center, Raynor Beach, Sears Bellows,
Smith Point, Southaven, West Hills, and Shinnecock
Canal and Marina.

Legislators last year took steps to preserve open
space in the Mastic-Shirley conservation area.
Suffolk County takes title to properties when
their owners fail to pay their property taxes, and
these parcels are usually sold by the county at public auction to the highest bidder. But now, under
this legislation, sponsored by Legislator Rudy
Sunderman, when the county acquir es taxdefault parcels in the Mastic-Shirley conservation
area, as defined in the Comprehensive Master List,
the county must retain those parcels for open space
preservation purposes. The county may transfer
these parcels to towns and villages, but only for use
as open space.
The communities of Mastic and Shirley were
significantly impacted by flooding during Superstorm Sandy and subsequent storms, and many
parts of these communities never fully recovered.
Preventing the auctioning of parcels in the MasticShirley conservation district will help protect the
coastal wetlands and surrounding properties that
are prone to flooding.
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Page Program Graduates Largest Class to Date

As the fourth year of the Suffolk
County Legislature’s Page Program
concluded on August 10, 2018, legislators and staff celebrated the graduation of 26 participants, the largest
class to date. After spending the summer immersed in the inner workings
of local government, Pages will return to college with a comprehensive
understanding of the legislature and

possible career paths.
“We are so proud of all that the
Pages have accomplished this summer,” said the Legislature’s Presiding
Officer, DuWayne Gregory, who
started the program in 2015.
“This year’s program proved to be
the most successful and exciting program we’ve had,” said Clerk of the
Legislature Jason Richberg, whose

office coordinates the program. “It
was a pleasure to work with these
students every week and help them
understand how our county works.
The program’s motto is ‘Leadership
for the Future,’ and I believe these
students will be the next generation
of leaders in Suffolk County. I’m
proud that the Page Program has
helped play a part in that.”

Next Generation Advisory Council Holds Housing Event
Housing is a hot topic among millennials these days, and no one
knows that better than the members
of the Legislature’s Next Generation
Advisory Council, a group of county
residents in their 20s and 30s who
meet monthly to discuss issues that
are important to their age group.
In November 2018, the Council,
formed by Presiding Officer
DuWayne Gregory, or ganized a
free event to help educate young
people about their housing options.
The event, held at the BrickHouse
Brewery in Patchogue, drew a
packed room, and a panel of experts
explained the ins and outs of the
housing and rental markets as well as
programs for ng young people maintain a residency in Suffolk County.
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County Lawmakers Snuff out Sparklers
Suffolk County legislators last year voted to keep
fireworks out of the hands
of residents – literally.
Legislators approved a
law that prohibits the use
and sale of sparkling
devices.
Sparkling devices are
ground-based or hand-held
and produce a shower of
white, gold or colored
sparks as their primary
pyrotechnic
effect.
Sparkling devices burn at
2,000 degrees Fahrenheit,
posing a risk to public
safety and causing a significant percentage of all
injuries that are caused by
fireworks each year.

A majority of all fireworks injuries experienced
by children under the age
of five are caused by
sparklers.
Under the new law,
using a sparking device is a
violation punishable by a
fine not to exceed $500.
Selling or furnishing a
sparkling device is a Class
B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $1,000 and
fifteen (15) days in jail.
The bill was
sponsored by Legislator Rudy
Sunderman
and
cosponsored by Legislators
Tom Donnelly, Kara
Hahn, Leslie Kennedy,
and Bill Lindsay III.

Suffolk Adds Drugs to Social Host Law
Suffolk got tougher on its social host law, which initially held adults liable for alcohol use by
minors in their home. Legislators approved
a bill to expand the law to include the prohibition of drug use by minors including marijuana, heroin, hydrocodone, oxycodone,
fentanyl, anabolic steroids and cocaine.
The social host law was established in
2007 to establish liability for adults who
permit the consumption of alcohol by minors at their residences. Violators are guilty of an unclassified misdemeanor and face a fine of $500.
The amendment makes it an unclassified misdemeanor for an adult to allow minors to use drugs including
marijuana, opioids, cocaine and anabolic steroids, except

those medically prescribed.
Bill sponsor Legislator Tom Cilmi said,
“We are waging a war on drug addiction
and the stakes couldn’t be higher. Hundreds
of people are losing their lives to a relentless opioid epidemic and the collateral damage is catastrophic. There is no magic bullet
in this life and death battle so we need to
use every tool available to us.”
The measure was co-sponsored by Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory and Legislators Susan
Berland, Rob Calarco, Bridget Fleming, Steve Flotteron, Kara Hahn, Leslie Kennedy, Bill Lindsay III,
Monica Martinez, Kevin McCaffrey, Tom Muratore,
and Rudy Sunderman.

County, Stony Brook Partner on Ocean Clean Up
Suffolk County Legislator Sarah Anker last year announced a partnership with Stony Brook University’s School of
Marine and Atmospheric Sciences and Suffolk County’s Environmental Planning Department to create a Marine Debris Education Awareness Program. A massive garbage patch the size of Mexico was recently discovered in the South
Pacific Ocean. This is in addition to the North Pacific Garbage Patch found in 1997, measuring a million square miles
in size, and the North Atlantic Patch located off the coast of Long Island. The floating plastic debris particles can be
microscopic in size, making it difficult to clean up. More than eight million tons of plastic trash ends up in our oceans
every year, and 90% of seabirds and marine life consume the debris, which can then be consumed by humans.
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New Rules For Pet Store Owners

Legislator Monica Martinez

Animal Abusers to
Remain on County
Registry Longer,
Must Update
Information
A local law passed in March
2018 increases the length of time
individuals are required to remain
on the Animal Abuse Offenders
Registry, requires registrants to
update their information within 15
days of moving, prohibits those on
the registry from owning any animals as long as they are required
to be on the registry, and broadens
definitions of animal abuse.
Now, individuals convicted of
animal abuse crimes register for
10 years (increased from 5 years),
and if convicted of subsequent
animal abuse crimes are required
to register for 20 years. The police
department creates and maintains
the registry.
Suffolk County established the
Animal Abuse Offender Registry
in 2010. It was the first registry in
the nation of its kind.
The measure, sponsored by
Legislator Monica Martinez,
strengthened the registry to better
protect animals from individuals
who have exhibited harmful
behavior.

Suffolk County Legislators, in
their last meeting of the 2018 year,
passed Legislation—two years in the
making—to improve the regulation of
pet dealers.
The legislation, sponsored by Legislator Monica Martinez, amends the
Suffolk County Code to strengthen
regulation of pet dealers and pet
stores in Suffolk County.
Under the new law, pet shop owners are required to list the suggested
price of all animals and are barred

from getting animals from hobby
breeders or other unregulated sources.
It requires pet dealers to keep all
animals they obtain in isolation for at
least six days and to have the animal
examined within four days by a
veterinarian who must certify it fit for
sale.
It also bars agreements for small
installment payments with a large
final balloon payment and shops must
disclose if third-party lenders are
involved in the financial arrangement.

Legislators Repeal Sewer Fee Law
Legislator Al Krupski

Legislators last year agreed to
repeal a 2003 law that allowed for
large reductions in sewer connection
fees for development projects that
meet certain criteria.
The purpose of the 2003 law was
to encourage mixed land-use development projects. It authorized reductions
in sewer connection fees and design
sewage flow for adaptive reuse,
affordable housing and mixed development projects that met criteria.
The original legislation allowed
for a 25% reduction in sewer connection fees for a direct discharge sewer
system and if the land use consisted of
at least four out of the following seven criteria: residential sale, residential
rental, commercial/retail, light industry or office, affordable residential
site, affordable residential rental, and
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civic and institutional site. If the development was on 10 or more acres
and had a sewage flow between 25%
and 50% less than the Suffolk County
Health Department’s prescribed flow
standards, then a variance of up to
50% could be requested. Any pending
applications under the original law
would not be impacted by its repeal.
The sponsor of the resolution to
repeal the law, Legislator Al Krupski,
said that as of June 2018, no development project had benefitted from the
provisions. Legislator Kevin McCaffrey co-sponsored. Also, the County
since 2003 has adopted a series of
local laws governing connections to
county sewer districts by users located
outside the geographic boundaries of
a sewer district, and those laws are
inconsistent with the 2003 law.

Sandy Task Force Explores Storm Response, Ideas

Members of the Sandy Task Force gather for their first meeting of 2018 at the Suffolk County Legislature in Hauppauge.

As the Sandy Recovery Assessment Task Force gathered for its first
meeting on February 18, 2018 a man
from Lindenhurst still dealing with
the aftermath of the historic 2012
storm walked in.
It is these kind of stories that last
year drove Suffolk County Legislature Presiding Officer DuWayne
Gregory to cr eate the task for ce,
which has been taking a thorough
look into government’s response to
the storm and rebuilding efforts to
assess what went well and identify
areas for improvement.

“As government, it is our responsibility to look back and take note of
what we did right and what we did
wrong and to use that institutional
knowledge to create better outcomes
in the future,” said Presiding Officer
Gregory. “We want to streamline
government’s response to these kind
of crises and create a roadmap from
start to finish.”
The task force is made up of experts, planners, municipalities and
community stakeholders. David
Calone, former chair of the Suffolk
County Planning Commission, is the

group’s chair.
Over the course of this year, the
task force’s working groups have
been exploring municipal and utility
coordination and response; residential and commercial recovery and
reconstruction; resiliency and coastal
protection; and infrastructure.
The group also held public hearings across Suffolk County at which
residents and community groups
shared their stories, struggles and
ideas for solutions.
A report from the task force is
expected soon.

Improvements Coming to Former Missile Site
Several pieces of legislation
passed last year related to the
BOMARC property in Westhampton, a 186-acre site that was used to
store missiles during the Cold War
but that is now used as a storage
facility for seized and surplus goods,
a police shooting range and a training course for emergency vehicles.
In June, legislators OK’d a measure to solicit interest in the property
at the request of Presiding Officer
DuWayne Gregory and Legislator
Bridget Fleming.

The Department of Economic
Development and Planning was authorized to issue a Request for Expressions of Interest (“RFEI”). The
RFEI specifically calls for the Department to “seek proposals for the
development of distributed energy
resource projects utilizing renewable
energy platforms.”
In addition, in October, legislators took steps to help secure the
BOMARC property. Legislators
approved the bonding of $100,000
that was allocated for improvements
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to the site to be used for maintenance and security enhancements.
Legislators also moved forward
with directing the Department of
Health Services to conduct soil and
groundwater testing at the property.
Legislators appropriated $110,000 to
test the soil and groundwater to determine the property’s environmental health status. This will help determine how the land can be put to
productive use. The Department of
Health Services is to undertake testing by April 30, 2019.

New Program Creates Drug Outreach Advocate for ERs
The Legislature took on the opioid
crisis in many ways last year, including when Presiding Officer DuWayne
Gregory joined officials fr om
Northwell Health and Central Nassau
Guidance & Counseling Services at
Southside Hospital in Bay Shore to
announce Project Connect, a collaboration that will expand Northwell
Health’s robust Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment
(SBIRT) protocols to individuals who
have overdosed and are treated in the
Emergency Departments of Southside
and Huntington hospitals.
Project Connect immediately provides resources and referrals to patients who land in the emergency
room after an opioid overdose. If the
patient is interested in accepting support from the program, CN Guidance
outreach staff members develop an
action plan for treatment and provide
necessary referrals and appointments
in collaboration with Northwell
Health’s robust Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment
(SBIRT) protocols. Project Connect

Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory was joined by legislative colleagues and officials
from Northwell Health and Central Nassau Guidance & Counseling Services to announce
Project Connect during a press conference at Southside Hospital. The initiative will
assist individuals who have overdosed by providing resources and referrals to patients
who are admitted to the Emergency Rooms at either Southside or Huntington hospitals.

staff members continue outreach even
after the patient leaves the hospital.
The program has been instituted at
Southside and Huntington hospitals

and has seen an engagement rate of
about 50 percent, higher than the 10
percent national average of similar
programs.

County, Health Professionals to Draft ED Protocols for Opiate Patients
The Suffolk County Legislature is
adding another innovative program
to assist individuals in the grip of
addiction by creating a group of
medical professionals and addiction
specialists who, guided by the County Health Department, will develop
model protocols for hospital emergency departments to utilize to improve the care of opiate-addicted
patients.
The initiative, sponsored by Legislators Kara Hahn and William
Spencer, establishes an Emer gency
Department Opiate Response Working Group, which will work with the
Suffolk County Health Department
to establish protocols for hospital
emergency departments in the treatment of individuals who overdose on
opioids or who have substance abuse

issues. The Working Group will be a
13-member board tasked with developing and approving a model for
hospital emergency departments,
which the Health Department will
distribute and facilitate for implementation by all hospitals in Suffolk
County. The Working Group will
meet annually to update the protocols with new research or treatments
that may develop in the future.
The Working Group will consist
of the following members: the Commissioner of the Suffolk Health Department or his/her designee; the Director of the County’s Division of
Mental Health or his/her designee;
the Chairperson of the Legislature’s
Health Committee or his/her designee; a representative of the NassauSuffolk Hospital Council; a repre13

sentative of a Level 1 Trauma Center; representatives of hospitals located in Suffolk County; representatives
of drug and alcohol addiction services agencies operating in Suffolk
County; and a physician board certified in addiction medicine.
Recent studies show a significant
increase in long-term improvement
for individuals suffering from opiate
addiction when they begin medication-assisted treatment during their
time in the emergency room. Training hospital emergency departments
in medication-assisted treatment, in
conjunction with other practices such
as instructing addicted individuals
and their loved ones in the administration of naloxone, would help to
further improve outcomes for addicted persons in Suffolk County.

Bill Establishes ‘Operation Safe Stop Day’
A bill passed in April 2018 sponsored by Legislator Tom Muratore
declared April 27 as “Operation Safe
Stop Day” in Suffolk County to reinforce and promote school bus safety.
Operation Safe Stop is a cooperative project supported by the New
York State Governor’s Traffic Safety
Committee, the New York State Education Department, the New York
Association of Pupil Transportation,
the New York State School Bus Contractors Association, the student
transportation industry and state,
county, city and local law enforcement agencies.
Its purpose is to increase awareness of school bus safety, as well as
the dangers associated with passing a
school bus illegally.

To take the level of awareness
even further, Legislator Muratore
also sponsored a bill establishing an
annual poster contest for elementary
school aged children throughout Suffolk County, beginning in 2019.
“An estimated 50,000 motor vehicles illegally pass New York State
school buses every day,” said Legislator Muratore. “That statistic is
astounding to me—50,000 times each
day, we put our most valued resource,
our children, in peril. The awareness
provided by Operation Safe Stop Day
and the poster contest is crucial in
preventing school bus accidents that
could result in injury or death. Remember, if you approach a stopped
school bus with its red lights flashing,
you must STOP… It’s the law!”

Legislator Tom Muratore

Legislature Passes Campaign Finance Law Amendments
The Suffolk County Legislature last year
Suffolk County. Participating candidates runadopted new amendments to the Campaign
ning for County offices can receive 4-to-1
Finance Law that will create public funding
matching funds for small dollar donations from
of elections in Suffolk County.
voters within their district. Additionally, candiThe resolution was introduced by Deputy
dates who receive matching funds agree to
Presiding Officer Rob Calarco, who also
limit their spending and lower the maximum
sponsored the bill that established the original
donation they may receive. The law will enlaw, in order to create timelines and responsicourage greater voter participation in elections,
bilities for the Campaign Finance Board.
make those elections more competitive, exDeputy Presiding Officer
The resolution will ensure that the Campanding access to more people to run for
Rob Calarco
paign Finance Fund is established by the
office and reduce the influence of big money
2021 election cycle when the law will go into effect.
donors. Matching funds will be available for qualifying
The Campaign Finance Law was created last year in County Legislative candidates in 2021 and for County
order to provide for public financing of elections in Executive candidates in 2023.

Smoking Now Prohibited at
Suffolk County Bus Shelters
Smoking is now prohibited in county bus shelters after the Legislature passed a
new law sponsored by Legislator Kevin McCaffrey. Smoking is already restricted
in certain indoor areas, including health care facilities, places of public assembly
and movie theaters. This new law now adds county bus shelters to the list.
Initially enacted in 1984, the county’s smoking law has grown along with the
potential health risks posed by secondhand smoke. Legislators believe that
banning smoking at bus shelters will not only protect the health and welfare of
county bus riders, but will also reduce the incidence of littering at bus stops.
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Legislator Kevin McCaffrey

