Second Legislative District

December 2018/January 2019

Fleming Sponsored the Following:
Sponsored Resolutions:
•

Authorizing an analysis to encourage renewable energy development while minimizing adverse impacts to
open space and wooded areas in Suffolk County (IR 2175)

Co-sponsored Resolutions:
• Preserving open spaces in the Mastic-Shirley conservation area (IR 1852)
•

Adopting Local Law No. -2018, A Local Law to expand and amend the Grant Assistance Program for the
installation of Innovative and Alternative Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (IR 2019)

•

Appointing Jeffrey E. Sander, Mayor of the Village of North Haven member of Suffolk County Tick Control
Advisory Committee (IR 2115)

FLEMING HONORS SOUTHAMPTON AMBULANCE
MEDAL OF VALOR RECEIPIENTS FOR HEROIC ACTIONS
Legislator Bridget Fleming honored Shane Sharkey and Ian King, Emergency Medical
Technicians (EMT) of the Southampton Volunteer Ambulance Corps, for their heroic and
lifesaving actions taken on Noyac Road in North Sea in the early morning on June 18, 2017.
Within minutes of responding to the 2:48am report, Sharkey and King immediately realized
that the vehicle was on fire with someone was trapped inside. Despite the benefit of
firefighting protective gear, the two EMTs used a small embankment and pushed their way
through dense brush to arrive at the Ford F-350 pickup which appeared to have rolled over
numerous times with the engine compartment fully engulfed in flames. Sharkey and King
entered the heavily damaged cab of the vehicle with portable fire extinguisher to extricate
the victim. The passenger who weighed nearly 200 lbs was unable to assist due to serious
head and chest injuries. Working as a team, Sharkey and King managed to extricate the
victim from the vehicle and move him to a safe area.
The North Sea Fire Department arrived shortly after and extinguished the fires in the vehicle
and surrounding brush. In addition to being honored by the Suffolk County Legislator
Legislator Fleming presenting a
Bridget Fleming, Sharkey and King were awarded Medals of Honor by the Fireman’s
proclamation to EMT Shane Sharkey
Association of the State of New York. They were also awarded the Public Service Award by
at the Dec 4, 2018 General Meeting
the Southampton Town Police Department and named EMS Providers of the Year “Shane’s
of the Suffolk County Legislature.
and Ian’s actions were extraordinarily courageous and heroic. These two put their own
safety in jeopardy to save another individual’s life without any second thought. They
continue to serve their community on a volunteer basis and ask for nothing in return. Shane Sharkey an Ian King are truly outstanding
members of our community. The Second Legislative District is a better and safer place because of these two volunteers and I am glad
to be able to show my appreciation.” said Legislator Fleming.

FLEMING SECURES ADOPTION OF THE
VECTOR CONTROL 2019 ANNUAL PLAN OF WORK
Plan includes steps toward marshland restoration and pesticide reduction

Since taking office in January 2016,
Legislator Fleming has continually been
committed to the management of the
burgeoning tick population to control tick-borne
diseases and that efforts to control mosquitoes
include wetlands restoration, and other
techniques to control the population of biting
black mosquitoes.
This year’s Suffolk Vector Control 2019
Annual Plan of Work includes a cooperative
data-gathering project at Accabonac Harbor in
East Hampton with Suffolk County Vector
Control officials, East Hampton Town Trustees,
The Nature Conservancy, and local citizenscientist volunteers. The project began in 2017 with Stony Brook University Student Interns using GPS to plot
mosquito breeding locations with the locations mapped and characterized by level of activity. In 2018, the East
Hampton Trustees expanded the cooperative program to utilize additional samplers and to cover 190 acres of
Accabonac Harbor marshlands. Using the data, aerial treatment zones were remapped allowing for Vector
Control to greatly reduce pesticide use while continuing to protect human health and quality-of-life.
Suffolk County Vector Control is a Division of the Department of Public Works and is responsible for
the suppression of mosquitoes, ticks and other arthropods which are vectors of human disease and require
public action for control. The Suffolk County Charter requires the annual filing of a Vector Control Plan with
the Legislature outlining the work to be done, methods to be employed and general description of lands to be
entered to carry out these responsibilities.
The cooperative project is expected to continue in 2019 using the data to collaborate on work for the
next phase of planning for wetland restoration. Using the identified mosquito hotspots, restoration planning will
further reduce or potentially eliminate the need to treat Accabonac Harbor using pesticides on a regular basis.
This pilot project will be used as a guide to invite other cooperators to develop similar programs at marsh
complexes within their jurisdictions.
This program will greatly benefit the Suffolk County through cost savings from reduced pesticide and
helicopter usage and through restoration of wetlands resulting in environmental benefits to the marsh
community. Estimated cost savings to the County from the 2018 Accabonac Harbor wetland project is $18,000
achieved by reducing the treatment blocks at Accabonac from approximately 190 acres to only the 70 acres
identified as active mosquito breeding hotspots.
“Suffolk County Vector Control is on the front lines protecting our residents from dangerous vectorborne diseases such as West Nile Virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis, as well as a host of tick-borne
illnesses. Vector Control uses a variety of methods to prevent the spread of disease, and they continue to reduce
pesticide usage when appropriate. Just this year the program in Accabonac Harbor tested activity to determine if
treatments are necessary, and helped establish and target “Hotspot” breeding zones reducing the amount of
applications by 50%. The program delivers a win-win-win. We save tax dollars, protect the public health, and
greatly reduce pesticide use to protect fragile wetlands.” said Legislator Bridget Fleming.
For more on Introductory Resolution 2055-2018….

FLEMING JOINS SHERIFF TOULON FOR LAUNCH OF
NEW FEMALE PROGRAM

Legislator Fleming joined Sheriff Toulon and community advocates for the
“Choose to Thrive” ribbon cutting ceremony.

Monday, December 17, 2018, Suffolk County Legislator Bridget Fleming joined Suffolk County Sheriff
Errol D. Toulon, Jr and service providers for a ribbon cutting ceremony inside a new program pod called
“Choose to Thrive” for incarcerated women at the Suffolk County jail.
“Choose to Thrive” is an important step forward in Sheriff Toulon’s pledge to ensure that all county inmates
will receive meaningful transitional assistance while incarcerated. In October, Sheriff Toulon moved female
inmates from the Riverhead Jail into the Yaphank Jail after meeting with non-profit groups to plan
programming for his “Choose to Thrive” initiative. The groups, including New Hour for Women and
Children and the Empowerment Collaborative of Long Island, began offering services inside the women’s
housing area in late November.
Incarcerated women commonly report addiction and mental health issues, domestic violence, and traumatic
incidents in their lives. Many also have victims of human trafficking. The programming is designed to provide
a full continuum of services from pre-release to post-release, and address substance use disorders, parenting and
family reunification, mental health, and human service needs.
Other participating agencies include the Family Service League, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Legal Aid
Society of Suffolk, Eastern Suffolk BOCES, Connecting for a Purpose, Leaving the Outlaw Behind, and
Journey for a Difference.

FLEMING PARTNERS WITH THE HAMPTON LIBRARY TO BRING
NARCAN TRAINING CLASS TO BRIDGEHAMPTON
On Tuesday, December 18, 2018, Suffolk County Legislator Bridget Fleming in conjunction with Suffolk County
Executive Steve Bellone, Suffolk County Health Department, Suffolk County Sheriff, Southampton Town Police and
HUGS Inc. joined the Hampton Library to host the library’s first Narcan Class. It was attended by a dozen community
members who now are more aware of the crisis.

FLEMING FIGHTS TO BURY EASTPORT POLES

Lawsuit alleged negative impact on public health, environment
Legislation passed at the June 5 General Meeting, sponsored by
Legislator Fleming, aims to support residents who are threatened by
the massive steel utility poles constructed along Montauk Highway,
which pose a serious risk to motorists and the community.
Introductory Resolution 1485-2018 directed Suffolk County Attorney
to file an Amicus Curiae Brief on behalf of the Suffolk County
residents residing in the Towns of Brookhaven and Southampton,
supporting the towns in their lawsuit against LIPA and PSEG Long
Island. The legislation was co-sponsored by Legislators Krupski and
Sunderman.
The lawsuit, filed by the Towns of Brookhaven and
Southampton, alleged that the Towns’ residents suffered significant
negative public health, safety and environmental impacts associated with PSEG Long Island replacing existing
wood utility poles with massive steel poles that are more than 90 feet high, and erecting additional steel poles of
similar height, along Montauk Highway. Furthermore, the lawsuit challenged the validity of the SEQRA
determination made by LIPA in connection with this project and claimed that a more rigorous environmental
review should be conducted.
The massive steel poles are a source great anguish for the community, including the Eastport Historic
District, where residents have been quite outspoken about the dangerous utility poles which are inappropriate
and out of character for the setting. The dangerous poles have resulted in at least one fatality and have continued
to threaten the area since their construction in 2017.
The legislation formally acknowledges that the installation of these poles affects the health and safety of
hundreds of thousands of County residents who utilize this section of Montauk Highway on a regular basis, in
addition to the thousands of other residents and tourists who use the road less frequently.
“The massive steel utility poles along Montauk Highway pose a serious health risk to motorists and
create an unsafe burden upon the community. The residents clearly were not considered and now must live with
the consequences. We need to make sure that the Towns are supported in their litigation and that the utility is
held responsible for the impact their poles are having on the community. These major infrastructure projects
need to be implemented in a way that is both safe for our residents and serving our community’s interest. Right
now, the massive steel utility poles do neither of those things.” said Legislator Bridget Fleming.
“The installation of these poles by PSEG Long Island not only destroys the bucolic character of the
community it also causes unsafe conditions for motorists resulting in serious public safety concerns. For these
poles to be installed without taking into consideration or receiving input from the residents and the local
municipality is irresponsible. I fully support the efforts of the Towns of Brookhaven and Southampton in their
actions with regards to these utility poles.” said Legislator Rudy Sunderman.
“There should be communication between the partners in every community, between the government,
utilities, and the community. This is a case of lack of communication and transparency, we need to do much
better,” said Legislator Krupski.
On January 4th PSEG Long Island, LIPA, and representatives from the Town of Eastport announced the
poles would be buried and the lawsuit would be dropped.

COMPREHENSIVE VAPING PREVENTION
AVAILABLE TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS
TEENS TEACHING TEENS/VAPING : This will be full day leadership training, held at the school campus, using
education, role play, video clips and applied improvisation for the purpose of creating a peer education team of students
willing and able to reach peers with healthy messaging. We educate 25-35 high school students about Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems and develop the student’s presentation skills to be used with middle school populations in a peer
education format.
ALTERNATIVES TO SUSPENSION: Connected to the Teens Teaching Teens training, the Office of Health
Education offers a high school a two period alternative-to-suspension session, where, instead of OSS, the students caught
on campus with devices would be offered ISS with education that would include: Health effects of vaping and nicotine
use, Self-awareness, refusal skill development, identifying addiction and withdrawal management resources. This piece
would be presented monthly by our Health Education staff, our Tobacco Enforcement staff and possibly, by the already
trained senior peer educators.
ALTERNATIVES TO SUSPENSION TRAIN-THE-TRAINER: A stand-alone program is offered by the Office of
Health Education whereby district staff members who are likely to run the alternatives-to-suspension classes can be
trained to do so. Included in the 2 hour training is basic vaping training (Advertisement, Nicotine, E-basics, Addiction,
Refusal skills, and health effects) combined with videos and group lessons in order to run an effective class. Flash drive
with directions, Power-Point, videos and handouts is provided.
WHO: Suffolk County Department of Health Office of Health Education staff will facilitate the full day training on
school campus. School advisor(s) will then meet to oversee the student group’s development of their presentations, which
will be provided to middle school students, ideally within two months.
TEENS TEACHING TEENS PROGRAM SCHOOL DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES:

A room sufficient in space for 25-35 students
Open floor plan with seating and tables
Must be space large enough for a group circle
Need screen/smart board
Lunch, snack and water
Commitment of advisors to meet weekly with students to assist their preparations for middle school
Transportation to the middle school
OFFICE OF HEALTH EDUCATION RESPONSIBILITIES:
Facilitation of this dynamic and informative training
Provision of all Handouts and educational information needed
Flash drives containing all Power points, video clips, games and exercises for advisors and students
Follow up consultation with advisors and students on their final presentations
CONTACT:
S.C. Office of Health Education 631-853-3162
John Martin Supervising Public Health Educator 631-853-3136 or john.martin@suffolkcountyny.gov
TO MAKE A REPORT ON VENDORS SUSPECTED OF VIOLATING THE ADOLESCENT TOBACCO
USE PREVENTION ACT (SELLING TO MINORS) OR VIOLATIONS OF THE CLEAN INDOOR AIR
ACT, CONTACT THE OFFICE OF HEALTH EDUCATION AT 631-853-3162
AND ASK FOR ENFORCEMENT.

HEATING ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES
Project Warmth: Helping Families Afford Home Energy
Project Warmth is a program administered by the United Way of Long Island assisting more than 177,000 Long
Islanders living below the poverty line. For over 20 years, Project Warmth has helped many of these families in
need of financial support by partnering with local utilities, oil companies and community based agencies to
assist with utility payments and help families get on a stable financial path. Project Warmth has raised nearly
$9.8 million helping over 28,000 Long Islanders.
Qualifying families with heating emergencies receive a one-time grant to pay for fuel services. A customer may
use a Project Warmth heating grant to pay for any fuel source: oil, gas, electric, propane, kerosene, coal, or
wood. To be considered, eligible applicants should have exhausted their Home Energy Assistance Program
(HEAP) grants for the year or be ineligible for federal HEAP.
If you or someone you know needs emergency heating assistance, call United Way’s 2-1-1 Long Island
Information and Referral center at 2-1-1 (or 1-888-774-7633) Monday - Saturday 10:00am – 5:00pm or on
Sunday 12:00pm – 4:00pm, or visit www.unitedwayli.org/project_warmth.asp on the web.

Be Prepared for WINTER WEATHER!

Visit https://www.ready.gov/winter-weather for advice on preparing for snowstorms and extreme cold.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
SUFFOLK COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT IS RECRUITING!

Secure your future and ours.
Attend the February 9, 2019 Suffolk County law enforcement seminar for more information.
Registration here. Application deadline is April 3, 2019.
Next police exam scheduled for June 15, 2019.
FOR THE LATEST UPDATES ON UPCOMING EVENTS, PLEASE VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT: http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/do2/Home.aspx

LEGISLATIVE CORRESPONDENCE:

Read recent letters Legislator Fleming has sent to officials
advocating for our community

Urging the FAA to hold a public hearing on helicopter regulations...

Advocating for safe drinking water…

Connect With Us!

Office of Legislator Bridget Fleming
Suffolk County Legislator, 2nd District
75 Washington Street
Sag Harbor, NY 11963
631-852-8400

https://www.scnylegislature.us/155/Bridget-Fleming
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