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ed launch of the South Fork
Commuter Connection. This
coordinated rail and bus system will operate during peak
commuting hours, providing
workers with a public transportation option.

west of the canal are
encouraged to park at a
LIRR station west of the
canal, then ride the train
to their destination east of

the canal. At the stations
east of the canal, ‘last mile’
Starting Monday March 4th , shuttle services will bring
this service stops in Speonk, riders to the Villages, hamlets and employment cenWesthampton, Hampton
ters. Late afternoon bus and
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train services will return riders to their stations of origin.
The LIRR fare is $4.25 each
way, which includes the
train ride and local ‘last mile’
shuttles services.
To learn more and get a
schedule, you can visit LIRR
SFCC web page: http://
web.mta.info/lirr/
SouthForkCommuterConnection/index.htm

Fleming Goes to

Officer Tedesco

Albany

Honored with

Legislator Fleming attended the
2019 New York State Association
of Counties Legislator’s Conference in Albany. The conference
had a line-up of guest speakers,
networking opportunities, and
workshops all designed to inform and engage legislators on
emerging local issues. Fleming
chose to attend workshops that
addressed topics relevant to
those facing Suffolk County’s
Second Legislative District such
as public transportation, agriculture, and water quality.

Proclamation
Legislator Fleming honored Southampton
Town Police Officer Theresa Tedesco with
a Proclamation upon her retirement this
past January. She began her career with
the Southampton Town Police Department in the summer of 1987 as a seasonal
traffic control officer, then went on to
graduate from the Suffolk County Police
Academy in May of 1988 as a part time
Police Officer. In 1991 Officer Tedesco
joined the Southampton Town Police Department as a full time Police Officer. She has served the department in various capacities
including Patrol, Detective Division, Juvenile Aid Bureau, Quartermaster, and Evidence &
Property Bureau. As a Property Officer, Tedesco was instrumental in “Operation Medicine
Cabinet”, a drug take-back program that prevented potential drug abuse and environmental contamination. Officer Tedesco served a combined 32 years with the Southampton
Town Police Department.

LEGISLATOR FLEMING BRINGS DISCUSSION OF
COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION TO SUFFOLK COUNTY
In an effort to reduce energy costs for Suffolk County residents, Legislator Fleming is opening the discussion of Community Choice
Aggregation, or CCA, a method of procuring energy suppliers for a municipality with the goal of efficiency in price, choice, and control. Introductory Resolution 1025, presented to the Public Works, Transportation and Energy Committee, authorizes establishing a
Task Force to study CCA as an energy procurement strategy for Suffolk County.
The CCA puts the control in the hands of the local consumers. By joining forces, the community members have an opportunity to
negotiate energy supply costs, choose cleaner energy options, and make energy decisions specific to their local residents and businesses.

“CCA, simply is about source, delivery, and customer,” explained Legislator Fleming. “When a community, or municipality, is given a
choice in how and what types of energy it wants to purchase, the combined buying power of those customers - both residents and
businesses - is impactful,” she added, “and results in savings and choice.”
The Introductory Resolution 1025 presented to the Public Works, Transportation and Energy Committee will establish a CCA Task
Force with the Suffolk County Legislature to explore the possibility, challenges, and opportunities since several municipalities within
the County are exploring the establishment of CCAs. “The Task Force will study the viability of CCAs in Suffolk County and how they
might benefit County residents in accessing cheaper and cleaner energy,” Legislator Fleming added. IR 1139 will be placed to a vote
at the Suffolk County Legislature General Meeting on Tuesday, March 5, 2019.
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Fleming Meets the EHHS Environmental Awareness Club

Legislator Fleming met with the student members of the East Hampton High School Environmental Awareness Club on January 14
to answer questions about the role of government in protecting the environment. The discussion was led by EHHS Social Worker
Aubrey Peterson with topics ranging from the regional impact of climate change to how government supports local agriculture.
Students were particularly interested in the Legislator’s work to promote responsible vector control. Legislator Fleming spoke to
the participation of citizen scientists who test for the presence of mosquito larva at the Accabonac Harbor . The information collected by these citizen scientist is used to gauge how much ,if any, spraying needs to be done for vector control.

FLEMING SECURES COUNTY FUNDING FOR
EAST END CULTURAL ARTS ORGANIZATIONS
Historical and cultural organizations throughout Suffolk County will find
support in Introductory Resolution 1011-2019, an amendment to the 2019
Operating Budget to transfer funds to such organizations. The amendment
was adopted at the February 13, 2019 General Meeting of the Suffolk
County Legislature. The funds will be allocated from revenue generated by
the Hotel/Motel Tax.
The request was made by Legislator Fleming on behalf of her constituents
to ensure tax revenue generated in the second district returns to the East
End. Over one -quarter of a million dollars will benefit 29 cultural arts and
historical organizations on the South Fork. “After much discussion, we are
pleased we were able to negotiate consistent, and in some cases
increased, funding from prior years to each of the organizations,” said
Legis- lator Fleming.
According to the Washington DC-based National Association of State Arts
Assemblies, arts organizations contribute significantly to the local economies creating jobs and tax revenues in addition to providing a service to
the public. These cultural organizations contribute to the vitality of the
community.
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Legislator Fleming Works to Acquire
Green Space in Eastport
IR1139 Laid on the Table at
Environment, Planning, and Agriculture Committee Meeting
Under the Suffolk County Drinking Water
Protection Program, a proposal will be discussed to acquire land from EASTPORT
COMMONS LLC to develop a hamlet park
in Eastport in Brookhaven Town. Further
discussion planned at the March 5, 2019
General Meeting of the Suffolk County

Legislature to secure funding through the
use of sales and compensating use tax.

Fleming Attends Policy Forum Discussing the Opioid Epidemic
in Suffolk County
On February 6th County Executive Steve
Bellone and the Rockefeller Institute of
Government hosted a policy conversation on substance use disorders and the
opioid epidemic at the Dormition of the
Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church in
Southampton. Two panel discussions
brought together elected officials, medical experts, educators, and other community leaders to examine the epidemic
from a collective multidisciplinary perspective. The first panel discussion addressed prevention and environmental
strategies after which the second panel
discussed treatment and recovery strategies. Suffolk County District Attorney
Timothy D. Sini who, since taking office
in 2018, has focused on combating the
opioid epidemic gave the keynote address.

From left to right– County Executive Steve Bellone, Dr. Patricia Strach,
Legislator Bridget Fleming, and Dr. Jim Malatras

Hampton Bays Honors Local Veteran
As part of their Veteran’s Flag Ceremony Series, Hampton Bay School in conjunction with the American Legion Hand-Aldrich Post 924 and Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 5350 honored Mr. Rick Robinson for his service. Feeling a
strong sense of duty to serve his country, Robinson decided in 2007 that at the
age of 40 he would enlist in the Army. In April 2008, Robinson was deployed
for nine months to Afghanistan as part of Task Force Phoenix Seven. He was
stationed at Forward Operating
Base Hughey located in Nangahar Provence, Jalalabad. Upon his return to the
states, he was again assigned to B Company, 69th Infantry Regiment here on
Long Island. During the remainder of his service, Robinson’s unit was twice
activated for state emergencies that included protecting airports and train
stations after the Boston Marathon bombing. Robinson was honorably discharged after 10 years of service in January 2017 and presently supports our
local community by working at Southampton Hospital. He is an active member of the Hampton Bays American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars .
A flag will fly in his honor on the Veteran’s flag pole at Hampton Bays School
for one month.
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