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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

OF THE

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE

MINUTES

A meeting of the Public Safety Committee of the Suffolk County 
Legislature was held in the Rose Y. Caracappa Legislative 
Auditorium of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building,
725 Veterans Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York on
January 28, 2021.

Members Present:
Legislator Tom Donnelly - Chairman
Legislator Kara Hahn
Legislator Leslie Kennedy
Legislator Susan Berland
Legislator Steven Flotteron
Legislator Rudy Sunderman
Legislator Samuel Gonzalez
P.O. Robert Calarco - Ex Officio 

Members Not Present:
Legislator Bridget Fleming - Excused Absence 

Also in Attendance: 
Sarah Simpson - Counsel/Suffolk County Legislature  
Lora Gellerstein - Chief of Staff to Presiding Officer Calarco
Dan Dubois - Chief Deputy Clerk/Suffolk County Legislature
Derek Stein - Aide to Presiding Officer Calarco
Bob Doering - Budget Review Office
Anthony Calandrillo - Lieutenant/Chief of Department's Office-SCPD 

Minutes Transcribed By:
Alison Mahoney - Court Stenographer
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(*The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m.)

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
So, good morning, everybody.  It looks like we have all members of 
the Public Safety Committee here.  We're going to get started.  

This is the January 21st (sic) (January 28th), 2021 meeting of the 
Suffolk County Legislature's Public Safety Committee.  I'd ask 
everybody to please rise for the salute to the flag led by 
Legislator Kennedy.

Salutation

I'm just going to take a moment, we know that we're on Zoom, but to 
pay tribute to Lieutenant Bob Van Zeyl of the Suffolk County Police 
Department who passed away just in the last two weeks from a COVID 
related illness.  As well as we pray for the National Guard members 
Steven Skoda, Christian Koch and Daniel Prial who were killed 
Upstate, members of the New York State Air National Guard, and our 
prayers go out to the New York City Police Officer who was shot in 
the line of duty.  As always, we remember those men and women of 
our Armed Forces serving both here and abroad and we pray for the 
quick recovery of all those afflicted with COVID, as well as we 
pray for those who have been lost to COVID.  So, if I could ask 
everybody just for a short moment of silence while we're sitting at 
our desks and our tables.

Moment of Silence Observed

Thank you.  And good morning to everybody, once again.  This is our 
first meeting of the 2021 calendar year for the Legislature's 
Public Safety Committee.  We do not have any correspondence this 
morning, but as a matter of housekeeping, we're going to be giving 
Legislator Bridget Fleming an excused absence for this morning's 
meeting.  

And we'll go to our public comments, and now I'm going to transfer 
the meeting to the auditorium for the public comment portion by the 
Presiding Officer and the Presiding Officer's staff.  

P.O. CALARCO:
Thank you, Chairman Donnelly.  We do have one speaker who signed 
up.  Unfortunately, I do not have that speaker in the waiting room; 
we are reaching out to them now to see if we can get them into the 
room.  So, otherwise, we have no speakers and I'll hand it back to 
you.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Presiding Officer.  

We have no appointments this morning.  We do not have any 
presentations.  We will be having a presentation at our next 
Legislative Public Safety Committee meeting.  
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So we'll move to Tabled Resolutions.  I have Tabled Resolution 
1830-(2020) - Adopting Local Law No. -2020, A Local Law to ensure 
the safety of bicyclists in Suffolk County (Hahn).  Legislator 
Hahn, your pleasure?  

D.P.O. HAHN:
Yeah, that's needs to be tabled for a public hearing.  So, I'll 
make a motion to table.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
So we have a motion -- 

LEG. GONZALEZ:
I'll second.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
-- to table for a public hearing by Legislator Hahn.  It looked 
like -- 

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Second. 

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
-- seconded by Legislator Gonzalez.  Call the roll, please, Clerk. 

(*Roll Called by Mr. Dubois - Chief Deputy Clerk*)

D.P.O. HAHN:
Yes.  

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Yes to table.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Yes.  

LEG. FLEMING:
(Absent).

LEG. SUNDERMAN:
Yes.  

LEG. FLOTTERON:
Yes.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.  

LEG. BERLAND:
Yes.  

P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.  
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MR. DUBOIS:
Eight. (Tabled for Public Hearing - VOTE: 8-0-0-1) Excused Absence: 
Leg. Fleming)

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Thank you, Dan.  

We'll move to Introductory Resolutions.  We have Introductory  
Resolution No. 1993(-2020) - Accepting and appropriating Federal 
funding in the amount of $25,000 from the United States Department 
of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) for the Suffolk 
County District Attorney’s Office participation in the 2019-2020 US 
DOJ DEA OCDETF (Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces) 
(County Executive).  I'll take a motion by Legislator Hahn. 

LEG. GONZALEZ:
I'll second.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Second by Legislator Gonzalez.  Roll call.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Dubois - Chief Deputy Clerk*)

D.P.O. HAHN:
Yes.  

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Yes.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Yes.  

LEG. FLEMING:
(Absent).  

LEG. SUNDERMAN:
Yes.  

LEG. FLOTTERON:
Yes.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.  

LEG. BERLAND:
Yes.  

P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.  

MR. DUBOIS:
Eight. (Approved - VOTE: 8-0-0-1 - Excused Absence: Leg. Fleming).  

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Introductory Resolution No. 1998(-2020) - Accepting and 
appropriating a grant in the amount of $489,465 from the United 
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States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of 
Justice Assistance for the Project Safe Neighborhoods 2020 Program 
with 100% support (County Executive).  So we'll take a motion by -- 

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Motion. 

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
-- Legislator Gonzalez to place on the Consent Calendar.  Seconded 
by Legislator Flotteron.  Roll call.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Dubois - Chief Deputy Clerk*)

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Yes.  

LEG. FLOTTERON:
Yes.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Yes.  

LEG. FLEMING:
(Absent). 

LEG. SUNDERMAN:
Yes.  

D.P.O. HAHN:
Yes.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.  

LEG. BERLAND:
Yes.  

P.O. CALARCO:
Yes. 

MR. DUBOIS:
Eight. (Approved & Placed on the Consent Calendar - VOTE: 8-0-0-1 - 
Excused Absence: Leg. Fleming). 

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Thank you, Dan.  

That is it for our Introductory Resolutions.  We do not have any 
Procedural Motions, we don't have any Home Rule messages and 
nothing subject to call.  

But I would like to just open it up quickly to the members of the 
committee to see if there are any issues that we need to address, 
either through the Presiding Officer's Office or as me as the 
Chairman?  Legislator Kennedy?
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LEG. KENNEDY:
As you know, Legislator, and I'm sure the rest of you have gotten 
letters, there are still issues with the 911 operators.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Yes, and we're going to have somebody from Police Communications 
leadership at our next Public Safety Committee meeting. 

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay, thanks.  

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
You're welcome. 

LEG. KENNEDY:
And thank you for holding off those two extra minutes (Laughter).

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
No worries.  No worries.  

Anyone else?  Anything else, Mr. Presiding Officer?  

P.O. CALARCO:
No, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Okay.  I'll take a motion to adjourn by Legislator Hahn and 
seconded by Legislator Gonzalez.  Roll call.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Dubois - Chief Deputy Clerk*)

D.P.O. HAHN:
Yes to adjourn. 

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Yes.

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Yes.  

LEG. FLEMING:
(Absent). 

LEG. SUNDERMAN:
Yes.  

LEG. FLOTTERON:
Yes.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.  

LEG. BERLAND:
Yes.  
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P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.  

MR. DUBOIS:
Eight. (Adjourned - VOTE: 8-0-0-1 - Excused Absence: Leg. Fleming). 

CHAIRMAN DONNELLY:
Okay.  Thank you, Dan.  

Seeing no further business, this committee is adjourned.  Thank you 
all.  

(*The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m.*)
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